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122 manuscripts were submitted in 2010 a similar 
number than in 2008 but less than in 2009, the 
year with the highest number of submissions. The 
manuscripts originated from all the continents 
with Europe (45%) and South America (23%) 
coming first; which is respectively much more 
and less than in 2009. Asia and North America are 
also well represented (17 and 14%, respectively). 
Corresponding authors came from 34 countries; the 
top five consisting of the United States, Argentina, 
Brazil,  Italy, and Spain. In Europe, manuscripts 
originated from Italy (n = 8), Spain (8), France 
(7), Germany (7), Portugal (4), United Kingdom 
(4), Poland (3), Greece (2), Hungary (2), Belgium 
(1), Croatia (1), Czech Republic (1), Georgia (1), 
Netherlands (1), Russian Federation (1), Serbia (1), 
Slovakia (1), and Switzerland (1). 
 The ISI impact factor indicated that 
Amphibia- Reptilia continued its progression 
among top herpetology journals as it increased to 
0.976. Of the submissions, 61% of the manuscripts 
were rejected, i.e. a similar rate to 2009. Some 
manuscripts were editorially rejected because they 
fell outside of the scope of the journal, particularly 
because of small sample sizes or ethical concerns (e.g. 
euthanasia on threatened organisms, particularly 
when alternatives exist). The other manuscripts 
went through one to four revisions. Rejections 
mainly concerned the first submissions, but a few 
manuscripts were also rejected at a later stage. 
Several manuscripts did not follow the instructions 
to authors on many points and were returned 
immediately to authors for revision before being 
considered. Very detailed guidelines and tips are 
provided to authors on-line and must be accurately 
followed to save time for authors, reviewers, and 
editors. 365 review requests were sent, mainly in 
Europe (53%, Spain coming first with 11%) and 
the USA (29%). In total reviewers in 31 different 
countries were contacted. Similarly as in 2009, only 
58% of the reviewers (all included) sent back their 
comments to the editors. The others either declined 
the invitation or did not reply before the deadline. 
 The editorial process was on average fast 
with respect to international standards: 3 days 
to take in charge manuscripts, 8 days to invite 
reviewers, 39 days to give the first decision, 84 days 
for the full turnaround (reception to final decision, 
i.e. transfer to the publisher). Reviewers who replied 
to the editorial invitation, i.e.,  agreed or declined 
the invitation, did so in 1 day on average. Those 
who agreed sent their comments 19 days later on 
average, but 66 reviews arrived after the deadline. 
The authors sent their revised manuscript in 36 
days for the first revision. As in previous years, the 
journal contained 600 pages. The average time from 
submission to printed publication was 10 months, 
with the fastest published article published only 3 
months after submission. A new online service was 
launched on Ingenta website: Fast- Track. It allows 
the publication of papers before they are attributed 
to an issue. The real time from submission to online 
publication was then much lower than 10 months. 
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Harris, D. Hawlena, V. Helfer, G. Herczeg, A. Herrel, 
J.  Homyack, M. Hudson, V. Hutchinson, K. Huyghes, 
A. Kaliontzopoulou, M. Kéry, J.  Koehler, N. Kohn, 
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